Leaf Blowers
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I love spring.  It’s a joy to watch nature wake up.  Every day there are exciting new changes.  Flowers burst from the ground in a rainbow of colors; tiny leaves explode on yesterday’s dormant trees.   And the sounds - melodic birdcalls are everywhere. 

Last week, as I was riding my bike to work, taking in this media show, suddenly the bird songs were drown out by the distinctive whine of … a leaf blower.   Wait – Leaf blowers – I had forgotten about them. As I rode closer I saw it, right there on the sidewalk, next to the park was a man operating a leaf blower at 7:20 am. Grrrr. My urge was to stop and yell at him – but what’s the use.  He’d never hear me.  I guess the appearance of leaf blowers is another sign of spring, but just thinking about them makes my blood boil.  

Leaf blowers have become a staple tool of lawn maintenance companies.  They are used regularly to get the stray blades of grass off the sidewalks after mowing.  What happened to brooms? They do the same thing, but quietly and they provide exercise and don’t pollute the air or waste natural resources.  

Yesterday, I almost stopped when I saw a man sweeping his sidewalk.  “Thank you for not polluting our air and adding to the ever-growing din of the city.”  I wanted to say.  

I’m not alone in my hatred of leaf blowers.  Typing in “leaf blowers hate” on Goggle netted me over 50,000 hits.  More than twenty communities in California have banned leaf blowers.  Hurrah for them.  I researched more.  The average blower measures 75 decibels at 50 feet. Noise levels in a healthy environment should not exceed 55 decibels according to the World Health Org. Research by the American Lung Association shows that leaf blowers generate as much pollution in one hour as a car driven for 100 miles.

What irritates me most about leaf blowers is that they really don’t do anything.  They blow the leaves off the sidewalk and the wind, blows them right back, along with dirt, pinecones and ubiquitous plastic bags. In my mind, leaf blowers are the sterling example of “just because you can do something, doesn’t mean that you should”.  

During my investigation, I even found a website with a ‘modern John Henry’story.  In California a grandmother challenged a leaf blower to a contest on three surfaces and won. The broom even cleared the cobblestones better than the leaf blower.  That certainly blows a hole in the ‘they save time’ argument.

Please, let’s save our energy resources for something worthwhile.  Why not pick up that broom?  

While you are sweeping off the sidewalk and getting fit, enjoy the bird symphony and take a deep breath of clean, fresh air.  
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