Deer Parade
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I trudge through the snow, heading back to my house, before the first rays of morning sun hits the mountains. My sleepiness is an extreme contrast to Maggie, my exuberant Border Collie who is clutching her leash in her mouth and quickly whipping it back and forth.  This is a game that she plays often as we head home from our morning walks. I see the clouds of breath from her mouth as she continues her silly game and hear the wack, wack sound of the leash striking my huge winter coat which comes to my ankles. 

Suddenly Maggie drops flat on her stomach, front legs extended, ears straight up, alert.  This is the Border Collie mudra – there she waits for a command, which I will never give.  I look ahead and see them, coming up the middle of the snow covered dirt road; a line of deer – a deer parade.  

The does lead the single-file group, stepping tall, eyes straight ahead.  I stand beside Maggie and watch.  The lead deer sees us and veers to the right, into the meadow – six other does follow.  

I decide to wait for them to finish as getting Maggie to move from a flat position is not easy, she so wants to herd the deer, especially when they have to audacity to walk on our road.  Lagging behind the does come two young bucks.  They are not in step with the others.  They look like they are sharing a joke as they prance along.  Then they stop and ram their four-point antlers into each other, reminding me of teen-age boys on an outing with their moms and aunts. Where is my camera when I need it?  

The young bucks march on a few more steps then stop and again crash their antlers into each other – all in fun, I can tell.  Running up from behind are several other smaller bucks and a small doe.  Twelve deer total are in this early-morning parade.  

Maggie and I watch until they disappear into the shrub oak at the side of the meadow.  Then I persuade Maggie to conclude our walk.   
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