Haunted Santa
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Santa lives in our closet and brightens up our lives.  He sings his songs on dark, windy nights and an occasional warm summer morning.  He sings even when no one is there to listen.  I feel bad, confining him to the dark closet, even thought Christmas is months away.  Maybe he is like those who sing in the shower, fairly certain that they will not be heard over the falling water.  

Santa is about fourteen inches tall and stuffed with a soft filling.  He has a cute face and a computer chip in his left hand that plays twelve different carols, all proceeded by a deep "Ho, Ho, Ho, Merry Christmas."  During the Christmas season he sits on the front stairs along with an assortment of bears, dolls and nativity characters.  He is usually quite quiet then, only playing his carols when he is properly prodded to do so.  

When Christmas is over all of the decorations are boxed and bagged and put in a rather large closet off of our bathroom.  I make sure to put Santa on the top so that a weight doesn't activate him.  Yet randomly we will walk past the closet and hear him playing Hark the Herald Angels Sings, Oh Little Town of Bethlehem, It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, or O Come All Ye Faithful, .  My husband thinks it is creepy.  My daughter thinks he is haunted.  I don't know what to think.  Is it a result of a difference of temperature - the closet is not heated and the bathroom is.  Is it a vibration - he frequently sings on windy nights?  What about a change in barometric pressure? Does Santa's singing preclude a coming storm?  

I should have been suspicious when he serenaded me in the parking lot from the bag I was carrying him in when I bought him at an after Christmas sale three years ago.  Yet I do not remember his singing out of context during his first season in the closet. 

He does seem to be silent when long days and warm weather comes.  

Perhaps he is reminding us of the joy of the holiday season and urging us to remember that the Christmas spirit should abide with us throughout the entire year, especially on cold, windy nights. 
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